
June 2026 Newsletter

Thank you to Simon duToit  for leading our worship service while George was away.
Your words and leadership were greatly appreciated.

 
 Interested in learning more about planning and leading worship? A Worship

Leadership Workshop is taking place on Saturday,  June 13.  Contact George to sign up.

On Sunday, June 14 our worship service will  include a blessing of the bikes .
 Join us for a hot dog lunch on the front lawn fol lowing the service.  A free wil l  offering

wil l  cover the cost of  lunch.

Mark your calendars!  The annual Gesstwood Worship and BBQ Lunch will  be held
on Sunday, July 26 .  There wil l  not be a service at Emmanuel that day.

Sunday services in July and August wi l l  start  at  10:00 and be held in Central  Hal l .
Coffee t ime wil l  be "self-serve and clean up".  Supplies are avai lable in the kitchen.

We welcomed Marleen
Moore, Paul Stewart,
and Judith Fischer as

members in May.
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PASTORAL CAREPASTORAL CARE

Do you know someone who can't attend church regularly who would like contact with
someone from our pastoral care team? Are you aware of someone who would

appreciate a card, a call, or a visit? We have a pastoral care team to contact. Talk to
Lynda Thibert. If you're interested in helping the team, let her know as well.

 



Sortie en famille !

REFLECTIONS FROM REV. GEORGE

My time at the monastery was not quite what I expected.

 I spent six days at St. Gregory's Abbey, a Benedictine monastery in the Episcopal church as
part of my continuing education time. In some ways, it's exactly what you'd expect. A quiet,
out of the way spot with some woods, men in long black robes and bell that rings to keep
all on schedule.

 The first worship service at 4am begins with the words, "O Lord, open our lips and our
mouth shall declare your praise." We chant psalms, sing hymns, hear scripture and pray.
The chanting and singing is very quiet for me. The lighting is low as well so it feels like
things are somehow emerging or appearing out of the quiet and dim. It might sound a little
dramatic, but perhaps that's because there's plenty of time to think about it. There are six
more services throughout the day - 6am, 8:15am, 11:30am, 2pm, 5pm and 7:15pm

 Meals are taken quickly and without conversation. One monk reads to the group while we
eat. We have an opportunity for conversation every day at 4pm over tea. There's a
wonderful library and a path around a lake nearby.  

 I expected that all this would provide some sort of rest or renewal. Folks ask if I feel more
connected or re-connected. After having been, I'm not sure those are realistic
expectations. Certainly, I learned about the monastery, the way the services are organized,
and the like, but what turned out to be the task was learning how to spend time on my
own.  

 Having meals prepared for you and having nowhere to really go leaves a person with a lot
of time. I brought reading (The Rule of St. Benedict, Sermons of St. John Chrysostom) but
there's only so much time you can have your nose in a book. I had also resolved not to
distract myself during the day with music or social media and the like. I learned that when
an uncomfortable feeling arises or you feel an emotion too deeply, it's very easy to reach
for a distraction. How do you sit with those kind of things without the usual business of
life? 

 Chanting dozens of psalms each day helps. It has an unexpected way of working its way
into your heart. The simple melody sticks with you throughout the day and should it slip
you are never too far from another opportunity to be reminded. The way that each psalm
is directed to God seems to re-orient thoughts away from "talking to yourself" and the like.
I know it sounds a little clichéd, but I think the point of all this alone time is to realize that
you're not alone. Like the New Creed says, "God is with us, we are not alone." A long way
to go to be reminded of something we'll read aloud this Sunday but worth the trip.
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Thanks to all the cooks and volunteers for the
delicious breakfast for Mother’s Day/Christian

Family Day!

F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E EF I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

We are pleased to report that as of April 30, the finances are in the black.
 Income received: $18,995

 Expenses $16,421
 Surplus $2,574

 Heating bills and building maintenance are under control as warm weather arrives. In addition, funds
raised from the Rummage sale netted $1,796, and the Happy Cookers pie sale proceeds of $566 have

contributed to our good fortune. Thank you to all those volunteers involved.
 May "PAR" (Pre-Authorized Remittance) Month is now past, but for those who have not yet signed up,

applications to enrol are still available and would be most welcomed. No matter what level of giving you
are comfortable with, you can join 37 of your fellow congregation members who are participating in PAR.

Consistency, flexibility, and confidentiality are the hallmarks of this easy way to donate to the church
and it's ongoing good works.

 Please contact Paul Stewart- Finance Chair if you have any questions.
 stewey@bell.net

What a fun night we had raising funds to
support Teajai Travis' upcoming 750 Walk for

Peace. Several people from the church sang or
read stories, and there were lots of cookies to

enjoy!  You can still contribute to this important
cause, which will benefit the Windsor Youth

Centre and Sandwich Teen Action Group.
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Emmanuel will be hosting an evening session to meet
staff members from the Downtown Mission and hear
more about their accomplishments, challenges, and
work. Register to attend on June 16 at Emmanuel.

Affirming Corner 🏳️‍🌈
 

 Happy Pride Month!! As we celebrate and reflect throughout June,
we highly recommend the 2022 feature-length documentary 1946:

The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture. The film follows the story of
tireless researchers who trace the origins of the anti-gay movement

among Christians to a grave mistranslation of the Bible in 1946. It
chronicles the discovery of never-before-seen archives at Yale
University which unveil astonishing new revelations, and casts
significant doubt on any biblical basis for LGBTQIA+ prejudice.

Featuring commentary from prominent scholars as well as opposing
pastors, including the personal stories of the film’s creators, 1946 is
at once challenging, enlightening, and inspiring. Essential viewing for

those of us in the church who are seeking to understand and
hopefully combat the homophobia that is still very active in

Christianity today. The film is available to rent for a small fee here:
https://watch.eventive.org/1946themovie/play/657a1bff74adf000488

a46a4 
 

 In addition, Rev. George is planning an affirming bible study
evening in June, in celebration of Pride Month. Let him know if

you are interested in attending.



Thank you to the children and youth in the Sunday School, Sarah
Morvay and Miss Peggy for planting flowers in front of the church.

 
 Are you interested in joining the gardening group to help maintain

the flowers and plants around the church? Talk to Annette Dufresne.
 

 Are you willing to lend a hand to be part of the grass-cutting crew?
Even if you are only able to help once or twice over the summer, it

would be appreciated. Talk to Chris Waters.



OOuuttrreeaacchhOutreach

A new thrift store called WEThrift is opening in June. They will be donating their proceeds to local
charities, including Family Respite Services and Second Chance Ministry. Think of them when you

are donating items. They are located on Dougall Ave. next to Bluewater Pools. The Maycourt Club is
also another wonderful thrift store for vintage hunters and those looking to donate clothes. The

Maycourt Club recently donated over $100,000 to local charitable organizations in Windsor.

The Matthew House is holding “A Place at the Table” fundraiser
on June 11 at 6:30 pm at Banwell Community Church, 2400

Banwell, to support its refugee settlement programme. Tickets
are $79. Registration required. Reserve YOUR seat NOW 

https://matthewhouserefugeewelcomecentre.breezechms.com/
.

FUTURE PLANNING COMMITTEEFUTURE PLANNING COMMITTEEFUTURE PLANNING COMMITTEEFUTURE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members of the Future Planning committee have been learning about initiatives
undertaken by churches and organizations in different communities, which promote

creative community partnerships. The committee will also research grant opportunities
for various components of this work.
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